MIDDLE    EAST,     1940

took the opportunity of talking to all the aircrews, explaining to
them what was going on at home as far as 1 knew it, and the
problems with which we3 in Middle East,, would be faced in
regard to supply of aircraft and reinforcements til the threat of
invasion to our own country had been removed. I must confess,
however, that few of us out there realized at the time that in July,
August and September of 1940 the Battle of Britain was being
fought and that it was saving the country from invasion.

At the beginning of July I visited No. 201 Group at Alex-
andria; the acting C.O., Wing-Gommander Nicholetts, showed me
over this ex-Italian Yacht Club house which served not only as Ms
own headquarters but also as those of Nos. 228 and 230 Flying-boat
Squadrons. He told me of Haile Selassie's secret arrival from
England by flying-boat on June 5th and of his spending the night
incognito in the cloakroom of the club-house before leaving next
day for Wadi Haifa.

I talked to the aircrews of these Sunderlands and congratu-
lated them on their excellent work, particularly the crew of a 230
Squadron machine who had sunk an Italian submarine between
Crete and Sicily; the pilot had then landed alongside the wreckage
and picked up five survivors. At the same time I had to warn these
enterprising captains of aircraft against trailing their coats too
close to Italian fighter-bases. Though the Sunderlands5 armament
of ten machine-guns was quite formidable and though they had
shot down one or two Italian aircraft that had attacked them, we
could not really afford the loss of even one Sunderland if it could
be avoided nor could we afford, from the maintenance point of
view, having them return after a self-sought encounter looking like
pepper-pots. I admitted that continually searching a normaly
empty sea was dull work but reminded them that their long-range
reconnaissances were of the utmost importance*

On the 3rd July I was at Khartoum staying with the Governor,
Sir Stewart Symes, and discussing with General Platt future pros-
pects of giving him some air support for his defence of the Sudan.
I could promise him very little except the three Wellesley
squadrons, a Gladiator flight and a few Vincents already in the
Sudan, all of which would be at his disposal under Air Com-
modore Slatter, shortly to arrive from Iraq. On the 4th, news came
of the British action at Oran, so next morning I flew back to Cairo
as French reactions looked like being troublesome at Alexandria
and in Syria. As it turned out the French Admiral Godfrey, after
talking a bit about fighting Ms way out and dying like a sailor,
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